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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: .that the most important thing that happened during the
Renaissance was the emergence of the ideas that led to the rationalization of sight. This is a matter so different
from the fall of Constantinople, the invention of printing from movable types, the discovery of America, the
Reformation or the Counter Reformation, or any of the other traditional great events of that period, that a
hasty account of it seems excusable before embarking upon a detailed examination of the mechanics of the
perspective schemes of Alberti, Pelerin (known as the Viator), and Diirer, in which the effort towards that
rationalization received its first expression in Italy, France, and Germany. In order to have ideas about the
returns given us about nature by our five senses, it is necessary to have some system of symbols by which to
represent those returns and some grammar or rule by which those symbols are given logical relationships.
Lacking such symbols, or a grammar for their use, the task of thinking becomes too onerous to be carried very
far. A symbol that cannot be exactly duplicated, or, what comes to the same thing, a symbol that of necessity
undergoes fortuitous changes of meaning in the course of repetition or duplication, is of very limited
usefulness. A system of symbols without logical schemes, both for its interrelations and combinations within
itself and, if it symbolize external fact, for its two-way, or reciprocal, correspondence with that external fact, is
also of very...
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