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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 64 pages. OCLC
Number: 34839642 Excerpt: . . . 2 The accomplishments of the 5307th, however, were achieved at a the
tremendous human cost. The total strength of unit at the beginning of its operations was 2, 997 officers and
men. Because some of the men received rear-echelon assignments such as parachute riggers and kickers (i. e.,
men who kicked bundles of supplies out of transport aircraft during air drops ), the actual number of men who
set out on the first mission on 24 February was 2, 750. Af er this operation ended with the capture of Walawbum
on 7 March, about 2, 500 remained to carry on2 The units second mission, from 12 March to 9 April, resulted in
67 men killed and 379 evacuated because of wounds or illness. Thereby reduced to about 2, 000 men, the 5307th
was augmented by Chinese and native Kachin soldiers for its third mission, the operation to take the Myitkyina
airfield, which began on 28 April. Only 1, 3 10 Americans reached this objective, and between 17 May and 1 June,
the large majority of these men, most of whom were suffering from disease, were evacuated by air to rear-area
the hospitals. By time the town of Myitkyina was taken, only about 200 of the original Galahad force was
present3 A week after Myitkyina fell, on 10 August 1944, the 5307th, utterly worn out and depleted, was
disbanded. Why did the 5307th end up this way Why was the first U. S. combat unit to fight on the Asian
continent driven until it suffered what gen-over 80 percent casuahies and experienced an inspector erals report
described as an almost complete breakdown of morale in the major portion...
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