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indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 Excerpt: .with those to whose care he is confided. In the intervals between the
visits, correspondence for the same general purpose is carried on by the Visiting Agent with the boys, who are
requested to write to him from time to time, and whose letters are faithfully answered. 2. The duty of
investigation, that is oi finding places for the children whose removal from the State institutions is desirable,
and of examining applications for them. This duty cannot be discharged by correspondence or by acting upon
recommendations, however respectable. The untrust BECENT LEGISLATION AND ITS EFFECTS. worthiness of
petitions numerously signed is well shown by Mr. Tufts in his first report. This duty can ordinarily be performed
only by a visit to the family applying, and by conversation with persons in the neighborhood. The Visiting Agent
often makes the inquiries when upon his round of visits to children. This function of the Visiting Agent relieves
the almshouses, state primary school and reformatories, thus promoting economy in public expenditures as
well as the welfare of children. 3. The duty of attending the trials of children charged with offences. This duty of
attending trials was to a limited extent imposed by the fourth section of the Act of June 23, 1869. But it was
confined to cases where an application was made for the commitment of any child to a reformatory
maintained by the Commonwealth; an application which could be made only to a judge of probate ora
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