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distinct contrast to the critiques and accusations that have been raised against the book and its writer. The
Picture of Dorian Gray is in many ways a pivotal work (Lawler 285) in Oscar Wilde s life and career. It sums up
his major influences of the 1870s and 1880s, and anticipates the style of his celebrated comedies to come.Why
was the public s opinion, which meant his ruin in the end, so important to Oscar Wilde To answer this question
it is necessary to look at Wilde s audience and environment. Wilde was the epitome of a new type of professional
writer (Small 3). Thus The Picture of Dorian Gray and the scandal it provoked have to be situated in the context
of late Victorian social institutions of journalism, advertising, homosexual communities, criminology, etiquette,
and theater (Gagnier, Cambridge Companion 27). Wilde had always been a great borrower and collector of
literary culture, and therefore was often accused of plagiarism, but he transformed everything into his own
way of expression. It is the blending of original invention and existing art that enables Wilde to create new
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