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By the Montana Irrigation Commission The Montana Railroad Commission was, by an act passed by the
legislature assembled in extraordinary session in August, 1919, designated ex-officio the Montana Irrigation
Commission. The law provides that the Commission shall have general supervisory control over the
organization of irrigation districts in the state of Montana and do all things necessary for the full development
of the irrigable lands. Organization. The act as originally passed carried an appropriation of $10,000, but
through a clerical error the appropriation was reduced to $2,500. This has been a serious handicap in carrying
out the provisions of the bill. A deficiency claim of $7,500 was authorized pending the action of the coming
legislature and all claims for salaries and expenses have been met by deficiency claims since the depletion of
the available $2,500. The past year has seen a great deal of activity in irrigation questions. The demand made
upon the Commission in the nature of investigating and reporting upon the feasibility and costs of districts and
making preliminary visits to projects in the process of forming districts made it necessary to employ two
additional engineers. The original irrigation district law was passed by the legislature In 1907 and was similar in
nature to the law relating to municipal improvement districts. The supervision and control over the issuing of
bonds by the districts were placed with the boards of county commissioners. As this feature proved to be
unsatisfactory, particularly in the marketing of the bonds, the law was amended in 1909, so as to place the
control of bond issues with the district courts. Under this...
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