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illustrated. 1870 Excerpt: . . . book, Por ages lost, found in some cloisters nook, In symbols written--like this book
of mine. In mutual contemplation we are human: If we reciprocal regards neglect, The time will come when
even the face of woman Will lose the power whereby the young reflect The glory of that Love, which, with the
true man, Lights up a heaven in the calm aspect, Revealing to his heart himself a new man, Who ventures all
where all may yet be wrecked. Intensely passioned is that tranquil gaze, Resolved for life to read his image there
In those fond eyes that, in their fixed amaze, Veil with their fringed lids the starting tear, That to a tender
brilliance melts the blaze Of orbs too bright, and makes them still more dear. The time will come, when even
the fairest glass Will suffer dimness, and refuse to show The loveliness of Love. Alas! alas! That thus defect on
radiant things should grow, And where, as soon we fatally shall know, No reparation can be. So they pass; Once
touched, soon broken, hopeless left to go Wherever chance may float the unnoted mass. Let not such time steal
on thee unaware, Dear Maiden, for thy own and sisters sake. Dear and more dear, still as those gifts so rare,
That in thy nature sleep, daily awake, And revel freely in the sun and air, As ripples do when breezes fan the
lake. With wind and tide now sail we bravely...
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