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Move, Garson J. Claton, Sub-Saharan Africa has been more severely affected by AIDS than any other part of the
world. The United Nations reports that 25.4 million adults and children are infected with the HIV virus in the
region, which has about 10% of the worlds population but nearly 64% of the world-wide total of infected
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world-wide. By the end of 2004, an estimated 25.3 million Africans will have died of AIDS, including a 2004
estimate of 2.3 million deaths. AIDS has surpassed malaria as the leading cause of death in Africa, and it kills
many times more Africans than war. In Africa, 57% of those infected are women. Experts relate the severity of
the African AIDS epidemic to the regions poverty, the relative lack of empowerment among women, high
numbers of men living as migrant workers, and other factors. Health systems are ill-equipped for prevention,
diagnosis, and treatment. AIDS severe social and economic consequences are depriving Africa of skilled
workers and teachers while reducing life expectancy by decades in some countries. An estimated 12.3 million
AIDS orphans are currently living in Africa, facing increased risk of malnutrition and reduced prospects for
education. AIDS is being blamed for declines in agricultural production in some countries, and is regarded as a
major contributor to hunger and famine. Donor governments, non-governmental organisations, and African
governments have responded through prevention programs intended to reduce the number of new infections
and by trying to ameliorate the damage done by AIDS to families, societies,...
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