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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 1999. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Revised ed.. 198 x 127 mm.
Language: English Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Human beings have on the order of 100,000
diFerent genes encoding the molecules needed to build and operate the human body; defects in any one of
them can lead to disastrous consequences. There are an estimated 4,000 genetic diseases, which can be every
bit as devastating as the diseases caused by bacteria or viruses, and in one way they are much worse: we pass
them on to our children, generation aJer generation aJer generation. The New Healers is the story of the
devastation these diseases cause, and the scientific researchers and doctors who struggle to combat them.
Science and medicine have provided us with clues to the treatment of a few genetic diseases, although by their
very nature they have never been considered curable. But, as William R. Clark shows, that is about to change
through one of the most profound revolutions in modern medicine: gene therapy, a branch of the new field of
molecular medicine. Clark takes us to the laboratories which have been able to isolate human genes, to make
billions of copies of them, and to reintroduce healthy genes into unfortunate individuals who have inherited
damaged or functionless genes. He also shows us how this same technology, turned around on itself, can also
be used to deliberately introduce bad genes to attack and destroy unwanted cells, such as cancer cells or those
infected with the AIDS virus. Molecular medicine will be a major part of our lives in the new millennium. The
New Healers outlines the powerful and compelling logic behind molecular medicine: that everything we know
about molecular biology tells us that it can work, and that it will work....
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