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his outward seeming did not belie his feelings. He had spent a
pleasant day. At South Wellmouth, his first port of call, he had
strengthened his political fences by dropping in upon and
chatting with several acquaintances who prided themselves
upon being in the know concerning local political opinion and
drift. Mr. Raish Pulcifer-no one in Ostable county ever referred to
him as Horatio-had already held the positions of town clerk,
selectman, constable and postmaster. Now, owing to an
unfortunate shift in the party vote, the public was, temporarily,
deprived of his services. However, it was rumored that he might
be persuaded to accept the nomination for state representative
if it were offered to him. His acquaintances at South Wellmouth
had that day assured him there was a good, fair fightin chance
that it might be. Then, after leaving South Wellmouth, he had
dined at the Rogers House in Wellmouth Centre, matching a
friend for the dinners and sticking the said friend for them and
for the cigars afterward. Following this he...
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