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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Star of Mercia: Historical Tales of Wales and the
Marches There are three reading-publics to which a tale-writer who attempts the uncertain business of writing
about Wales may appeal. One is the homebred Welsh public that asks for a tale in the old tongue, yr hen iaith,
and has never been quite satisfied, I believe, by any novel or short story about its life, or its real or romantic
concerns, written in English. The second is the quasi-Celtic public, which may or may not know the Mabinogion
or Borrow s Wild Wales, and is glad of anything that gets the romance atmosphere. The third is the ordinary
fiction-loving English public, which asks for a good story, rather likes a Welsh background as in Blackmore s
Maid of Sker (a much better book than Lorna Doone to my mind), and does not trouble about the fidelity of the
local colour in the reality of the setting. It is from the second and third of these audiences that Miss Devereux
can look to gain her creel-full of listeners, as the story of The Yellow Hag has it. She has, to begin with, the
genuine tale-teller s power of using a motive, a bit of legend, or a proverbial and stated episode, and giving it
fresh life and something original out of her own fantasy. In her way of narrative, she does not adopt any
rigorous ancientry. She has a sporting sense in dealing with an archaic character like Mogneid, and is satisfied
to see him hammer at a door with the butt of his riding-whip. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and...
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